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Sunday Service at 9:30am  
 

Dear Members and Friends of Good Shepherd, 
 

Sometimes God can be extremely subtle and other times God opens to us directly what God wants us 

to pay attention to.  There’s a story in Scripture that might seem like God is giving David a hard time.  

It’s recorded in the Hebrew Scripture in 2 Samuel.  David, in gratitude offers to build God a “house” for 

God’s dwelling, but God tells him not to do it.  Instead, God offers to build a “house” for David, 

promising that David’s descendants will rule over God’s people forever. 
 

I have wondered why God did that.  I know that I am not one to question why God does whatever God 

does, but this seems like God was passing up a generous offer from King David.  It would be 

Solomon, David’s son, who would build the temple in Jerusalem. It’s a story about how unfinished 

tasks can be completed by others.  It’s a story in which David lets go of his own ego and allows 

another, his own son, Solomon, to be a part of the story of the Jerusalem temple. 
 

I suspect this is a common thing in our lives as humans, those times when we let go of the need to be 

the center of attention to allow others to have their share in accomplishing God’s plans. 
 

This is one of the many stories in the Bible, both Old and New Testaments, in which God shows that 

working together is God’s way of accomplishing what needs doing.  You see, God’s ways are usually 

accomplished by a community of people. 
 

We live in a selfish world, one that encourages folks to seek their own successes.  If we consider this 

we see that much of the arguing and brokenness of our world comes from the need to be the center, 

the important one, the last word on any subject, while God is calling us to work together as a 

community.  This is particularly true for the church Jesus creates.   
 



When the disciples argue about which of them is the greatest in Jesus’ group, Jesus uses a child as 

the example of greatness, not the one with power or whose life is an example of leadership.  In fact, 

Jesus defines greatness in terms of serving others. 

Good Shepherd is a community centered on Christ which tries to model this new image of power 

Jesus sets forth: service to God’s world, God’s people, all people.  For us, success is not determined 

by what we can gather, but rather by what we give. 
 

As we stand at the beginning of a new year, what we give might be a good resolution for every one of 

us.  We give through our time and our money, through sharing our skills and interests.  We even find 

that the gift we have for other could be our own weakness or apparent failures, but places where God 

is at work. When we include others, even those who are different from ourselves, we are seeking this 

kind of community, a community which Martin Luther King called “the beloved community”.   
 

I pray God’s richest blessings in 2026 for you, for us, and for our world. 

In hope,  

 

                                                      

Outreach 

Thank you for all the donations towards the Christmas gift cards and  

the World Hunger Appeal. The giving spirit of LCGS continues. 
If anyone is interested in joining the Outreach team please let us know! 
Happy New Year to All! 

 
Jonnycake Market   Bring donations to:     Jonnycake Center for Hope  

 22 Kersy Rd. Peacedale, RI 02879  

     Donation Food List        

Stock the Market If you would like to help us settle into 
our new home, please stop by and drop off a desired food 
item for the Jonnycake Market. Donation bins will be on 
our porch, making it easy to pull up and drop off. There are 
a number of healthy items that we would especially like to 
have on our shelves. Please feel free to share this list with 
your family, neighbors, and friends and  

visit www.jonnycakecenter.org/the-food-pantry/ for more 

information. Keep the food coming! Healthy nonperishable 

foods, whole grain pasta, organic beans, peanut butter, and 

some holiday staples are especially welcome.  
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Announcements  

Annual Meeting- the annual congregational meeting will be held on January 

25, after worship. Please make every effort to attend. If you have any reports 

to send in, please send them to the office by January 11. If you could send 

them in Arial font 12, it would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in West Warwick will be having an Epiphany service this Tuesday, 
January 6 at 7pm 

 
Our spiffing up efforts are underway for the start of the new year. Have you noticed some 

areas of our space that could benefit from a fresh coat of paint? Paint has been purchased and we 
have the start of a work crew. If you can share a few hours during the month of January, we would 
greatly appreciate your assistance. Please email or talk with Deb Crary or Arlene Phillips as soon as 
possible and we’ll get started right away. A sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board by the 
entrance to Anderson Hall. Deb: dcrary52@gmail.com Arlene: arlenephillips1@me.com 
 
Thank You! I know I speak for Pastor and Heather, as well as myself, when I say thank you for the 
generous staff gift. You support and contribution are appreciated greatly. Happy New Year to you all! 
Karen 

BANNER BAZAAR YEAR! 

THANK YOU EVERYONE who helped in many ways to make our fifteenth annual Artisan Bazaar a 
huge success. While it is always important to remember that the efforts that go into this event are about 
community, fellowship, and service as well as making some money, the net proceeds are inevitably a 
measure of our success. 
 

How did we do? This year our net proceeds came to $10,625.84.  With these earnings we have made 
a sizeable donation to the RI Community Food Bank, supported LWR Project Comfort (our quilts and 
school bags mission) and added funds to our budget line for the renovation of Anderson Hall. 
 

In 2010 we started small and how this event, anticipated by our local communities, has grown! We 
strive always to offer high quality goods and create a welcoming atmosphere. We are known for both 
throughout the area. This project entails an enormous amount of labor throughout the year. 
Coordination of everyone’s efforts is a big piece of the success of the bazaar. Good Shepherd is 
looking for people with strong organizational skills to step up and learn the ropes of pulling this event 
together. This could be you!  
 

Please consider whether you could help us continue to offer our bazaar for 2026 with your talents. 
Guidance from those who have led previous bazaars will be shared. Let’s get together and 
brainstorm. If you can offer your help, please email or talk with Gail Eastwood-Stokes. Gail’s email 
address is in our church directory. 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Wilma Palmaccio              2 
George Morrison  3 
Norman Hendrickson        7 
Scott Teller 14 
Phyllis Farley                  16 
Jim Zoulias                     16 
Jean Gallo                      18 
Margie Bell  22 
John Bell  29 
Bill Deutsch 30 
 

*Please note: If you are a new member, there is a form in your mailbox. Please fill it out so we can 

add you to our birthday list. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL! MAY GOD BLESS YOU WITH A HAPPY, 
HEALTHY YEAR.  

 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (office # 789-7776)  

      Pastor: The Reverend Dennis Kohl, Minister 

of Music-Heather Skidds  

Office Administrator- Karen Amitrano  

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR ANY PASTORAL NEEDS OR EMERGENCIES 

2025 CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL:  

  

Eric Taylor                783-3969      Caden Baum             644-7436  
 Deb Crary                932-8543                               David Lindstrom        626-8083  

 Annie Senerchia      207-2033                               Fred Baillargeron      847-3285                             

Gail Eastwood Stokes 667-2803  

Kris Bacon               855-3277  

*COUNCIL OFFICERS:  President-Fred Baillargeron, Vice President-Kris Bacon, Secretary -Deb 

Crary, Treasurer-Eric Taylor   

  
                                                   
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 



 Ongoing Prayers for: 
For additions or deletions please e-mail or call the church office.789-7776, or lcgsmail@gmail.com 
Rob Legg (new) 
Signe Teitlebaum (new) 
Joyce Shallcross 
Carolyn Plante 
Tim Harrington 
Gerri August  
Kris Palmer   
Kaitie Connors De   
Linda Barany  
Ellen Bennett  
Jocleyn Theroux  
Karin Kohl   
Jessica Maynard   
Bobbie Peterson  
C. Duncan   
Margaret Franks   
Billy Wernquest  
Ruth Wernquest  
Holly Deutsch   
Mary Jane Briggs  
Bill Deutsch  
Gary Durett  
Natalie Schanck  
Mike Carty  
Barbara Smith   
Phyllis Farley  
Brian Mitchell   
Joyce Pearson  
James Meyers   
Naomi Sawyer  
 

     Aila Vakeva  
               Ida Senerchia-Zecco 

         Megan Oldham 
         Christina Mills Gifford 

George Lorah  
Pat Sweeney  
Liam Varnelis   
Josh Peterson  

   Kathy Lee   
  Chris Rose   
  Lisa Ferry  

Ellora Hendrickson  
  Melvin Platt  

KC Christensen   
  Jan Briggs   
Ruth McGuy   

  Bud Godwin   
Lisa Lessman   
Taylor Lessman   

  Joan & Sheldon Pratt   
  Jerry Paquin  
Stanley Larson  
Ellen Hedlund  

  Donald & Bernadine Cunnigen  
Maggie Reichgott  

   Karen Perry   
  Mark Quinn  

 

+LOVED ONES IN THE ARMED FORCES+ Manny Morales, Michael Bock, Matthew 

Kankash, Heath O’Neill, Andrew Anderson, Noah Cooper, Dan Berkowitz  
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WORSHIP ASSISTING SCHEDULE     

January 2026 

* Can’t serve on your assigned date? PLEASE  1) ask someone to swap dates, and 2) notify  

Kris Bacon or the church office. Kristina Bacon trombonist12b@gmail.com office lcgsmail2 

@gmail.com  

  

  

  Jan 4 Jan 11  Jan 18  Jan 25 Feb 1   

 

Pastor 

 

K. Bacon 

 

D. Kohl 

 

D. Kohl 

 

D. Kohl 

 

D. Kohl 

 

Assisting 

minister 

F. Baillargeron M. Bender 

Lee 

K. 

Amitrano 

K. Bacon A. Senerchia  

Lector J. Joulias A. 

Senerchia 

D. Nunez R.Stokes S. Teller  

Greeter/ 

Ushers 

R. 

Passananti/

M.Palmer 

K. 

Amitrano/

S.Gaunt 

K. Bacon B & B Smith B & S Teller  

Communion 

assistant 

A.Lessmann D. Crary A. 

Senerchia 

A. Anderson K. Amitrano  

Altar care 

  
M & G 

Morrison 
 J. Crary  K. 

Amitrano 

 A. 

Senerchia 

 M & G 

Morrison 

  

 Acolyte       

 

  

  



     

    


