The First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
383 Old North Rd.
Kingston, RI 02881
Reverend Dennis Kohl, Pastor
Heather Skidds, Minister of Musician



Welcome to Our Visitors

In our busy world, we thank God for many things, especially your presence here.
We consider it a blessing to have you among us as we gather together as
people of God!

We love having guests (and celebrating your return as friends) and want to
make sure you always feel welcomed. If you're part of another community, we
look forward to hearing all about it, and we look forward to welcoming you back
when you can visit again!

Sunday is a time to unplug from our busy, distracted lives, and turn back to our
God. Our worship service offers God’s gifts of Liturgy (the order of worship), God’s
Word (through Scripture and Sermon), Prayer, and the Sacrament of Holy
Communion.

We are a “Reconciling in Christ” church of the ELCA. It means that we
affirm + accept all people regardless of age, race, ethnicity, legal status,
economic situation, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, physical or
emotional conditions, and whatever else we didn’t list here. We believe that
God creates us ALL in the image of God, and loves us unconditionally, and
helps us to do the same with everyone. We also believe God desires that
everyone should have the opportunity to participate in the life and worship of a
faith community. We’re glad you’re here!

Assistants for today- Assisting Minister- Fred Baillargeron
Lector- Scott Teller
Greeter/Ushers- Bobbi & Scott Teller
Communion Assistant- Kris Bacon
Altar set up- Kris Bacon

Assistants for next Sunday- Assisting Minister- Marie Bender Lee
Lector- Sue Gaunt
Greeter/Ushers- Kris Bacon
Communion Assistant- Annie Senerchia
Altar set up- Mayme & George Morrison



+GATHERING+
Prelude- Emmanuel, by Bob McGee
STAND
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.
God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.

++ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,
and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

Gathering Hymn- ELW 257 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (1-4)
Lighting of the Advent Candle

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to
walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is
past, and the dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first candle
of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light
and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen.

Hymn: ELW 715 Christ Be Our Light 15 verse



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the
way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD+
SIT

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
'The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
?In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
®Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
“He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
° O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 122 {o be sung
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"I was glad when they ! said to me,
“Let us go to the house ! of the LORD.”
>Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
*Jerusalem is built ! as a city
that is at unity ! with itself;
“to which the tribes go up, the tribes ! of the LoRbD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name ! of the LORD.
°For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
°Pray for the peace ! of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- ! per who love you.
" Peace be with-'in your walls
and quietness with-'in your towers.
®For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
| pray for | your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
| will seek to ! do you good.” Amen

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14

" Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '“the
night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light; " let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and

jealousy. '*Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to gratify its desires. Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

STAND



Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia Stephen Pishner
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Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

The holy Gospel according to Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] *° “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. *’ For as the days of Noah were,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. *° For as in the days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered
the ark, °° and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so,
too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. “° Then two will be in the field; one will be
taken, and one will be left. " Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken, and one will be left. “* Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming. ** But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would
not have let his house be broken into. ** Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son
of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Gospel of our Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SIT

SERMON
STAND
Hymn of the Day: ELW 241 O Lord, How Shall | Meet You
Baptized into Christ, with the whole Church, let us confess our faith.
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,



true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
AM: Each petition concludes: God of grace, hear our prayer

The pastor concludes the prayers
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

A sign of peace and reconciliation is shared among worshippers.
SIT

Choir Anthem- As the Deer Longs

Our offering is presented for the work of the church locally and throughout the world.
STAND



Offering Prayer AM: Let us pray: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness
and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that
we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

+MEAL+
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The pastor prays the preface for the congregation.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,... we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Sanctus
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The pastor and congregation pray the Thanksgiving at the Table.

Holy One, the beginning and the end...Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again..

We look with hope for his coming. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus..

Bring the qift of peace on earth. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit..

one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gathered into one by the holy spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father...



Invitation to communion: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has

promised.

Please remain standing until the Angus Dei is sung

Agnus Dei
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of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
SIT
Distribution of Holy Communion
Our congregation practices eucharistic hospitality. We believe that the resurrected
Christ is truly present in the bread and wine with his gifts of life, forgiveness of sin,
and salvation. All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come to the altar to
receive the bread and wine. If you are wearing a mask, remove it to eat and drink
the sacrament. If you receive the wine, take a small cup, or you may instinct the
host in the chalice. Place the small cups in the baskets on either side of the altar

area. Please return to your seat by the side aisles.



Communion Reflection- ELW 262 Wait for the Lord

+SENDING+
STAND

BLESSING: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

AM: Let us pray: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good
fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.
SIT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sending Hymn-ELW 260 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
Dismissal: AM: Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.

Postlude- Corale postlude: Herr Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend
Sundays and Seasons v.20220215.1125 Copyright



Announcements
Adult Bible study continues on Monday at 6:30pm. Contact Pastor Kohl and he
will sign you in thru zoom.

COME ONE, COME ALL!
Our fabulous Artisan Bazaar will be held this coming Saturday, Dec. 6 from 8:00-2:00.
Please plan to attend and shop. We will offer a wide variety of crafts and quality gifts,
new and like new, sure to please. Our delicious baked goods and hot homemade
soups are second to none. Our beautiful wreaths and arrangements are created using
freshly cut greens. This year’s raffle prizes look amazing. We thank everyone for their
contributions. Proceeds will benefit the RI Community Food Bank, the Renovation
Fund for Anderson Hall and LWR Project Comfort.

NEVER TOO LATE

Signup sheets for the bazaar will be collected today after worship. It's never too late to
add your name. We would especially love to see a few more goodies offered on our
bake table. What's your specialty? Baked goods can be dropped off most any time on
Friday, Dec. 5. Questions? Talk with Donna, Ann, Deb or Gail.

Outreach
GIFT CARDS AND CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR OUTREACH!

Beginning on November 2nd we'll have Christmas cards and directions
on the tables during coffee hour to write greetings for Global Refuge to
distribute to refugees and asylum seekers in detention centers. All cards
will be mailed together.

This holiday season comes in a difficult time for many families. Our church
family is again sending gift cards to the four agencies we have supported
for many years: Welcome House, Jonnycake Center, Domestic Violence
Resource Center, and Mathewson St. outreach for the homeless in Providence.
Please give contributions to this program directly to Annie Senerchia to buy
the cards through our Scrip/Raise Right program. Annie will be back in the
middle of the month, so she says "save your money until then!"

Please remember to pick up something for our Jonnycake Center basket
on your grocery trips! The need for donations is ongoing.



Ongoing Prayers for:
For additions or deletions please e-mail or call the church office.789-7776, or [cgsmail@gmail.com

Joyce Shallcross |lda Senerchia-Zecco
Carolyn Plante Megan Oldham
Tim Harrington Christina Mills Gifford
Gerri August George Lorah

Kris Palmer Pat Sweeney

Kaitie Connors De Liam Varnelis

Linda Barany Josh Peterson

Ellen Bennett Kathy Lee

Jocleyn Theroux Chris Rose

Karin Kohl Lisa Ferry

Jessica Maynard Ellora Hendrickson
Bobbie Peterson Melvin Platt

C. Duncan KC Christensen
Margaret Franks Jan Briggs

Billy Wernquest Ruth McGuy

Ruth Wernquest Bud Godwin

Holly Deutsch Lisa Lessman

Mary Jane Briggs Taylor Lessman

Bill Deutsch Joan & Sheldon Pratt
Gary Durett Jerry Paquin
Natalie Schanck Stanley Larson

Mike Carty Ellen Hedlund
Barbara Smith Donald & Bernadine
Phyllis Farley Cunnigen

Brian Mitchell Maggie Reichgott
Joyce Pearson Tucker Maute

James Meyers Karen Perry

Naomi Sawyer Mark Quinn

+LOVED ONES IN THE ARMED FORCES+ Manny Morales, Michael Bock
Matthew Kankash, Heath O’Neill, Andrew Anderson, Noah Cooper, Dan
Berkowitz
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